
a. Ps 118:19, “Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall 

enter thru them, I shall give thanks to the LORD” 

b. There is nothing literal for me to do in response to this 

verse. It is part of a ceremony of a thank offering in the 

temple. 

(1) But there is a principle I can apply—joining in thanks 

to God for his deliverance of others. 

(2) The ultimate application is in my giving thanks to God 

for His raising His Son from the dead and bringing 

victory thru Him. 

2. The NT, particularly the epistles, gives us guidance as to what 

is normal for Christian experience today. 

F. Look for principles inherent in the text. 

1. Some texts include specific examples, but they are not to be 

legalistically restricted to those examples. 

2. Matt 5:22, “whoever says…‘you empty head’ shall be guilty” 

a. Jesus lists one insult here and two others in the verse. 

b. But it would be a missed application to say that it is 

acceptable to insult people with other expressions. 

3. When we read Philemon 22, none of us hurry to get a room 

ready to lodge Paul. But we can apply the request by 

nurturing a spirit of hospitality for the sake of the Gospel. 

G. Seek the help of the Spirit. 

1. The Spirit has a ministry of compelling us to good, convicting 

us about sin, and comforting us with God’s promises. 

2. We must seek his guidance for the specific applications to 

areas of our lives, maintaining a clear conscience. 2 Tim. 2:7 
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I. INTRODUCTION: Application as the Goal of Interpretation 

A. What is Application? 

B. The Relevance of Scripture 

C. Kinds of Application: Personal, Pastoral, Practical, Philosophical. 

 

II. COMMON MISTAKES: Missed Applications & Misapplications 

A. Thinking that proper interpretation is enough.  

B. Confusing application with interpretation.  

C. Divorcing application from interpretation. 

D. Making good applications from a misinterpreted text. 

E. Claiming verses as personally relevant. 

F. Over-generalizing and overreaching. 

G. Thinking that meaning changes over time. 

I. Relying on spiritual intuition. 

J. Parroting verses others commonly apply in wrong ways. 

 

III. GUIDING PRINCIPLES: Making Personal Applications Wisely 

(adapted from Roy Zuck’s Basic Bible Interpretation) 

A. Be sure the application flows out of interpretation. 

1. A text without a context can become a pretext for anything. 

2. We cannot merely assume that a clearly worded statement is 

applicable to us however feels right. 

3. Psalm 118:17, “I will not die but live.” 

a. In the psalm, it is a hero of the people who says this—one 

who has been miraculously delivered by the Lord. 

b. This is not an airtight assurance that a believer can claim 

at any moment for survival. 

B. Find out what was expected of the original audience—what was 

the application to them? 



1. Before we can be clear about how the passage is relevant to 

us, we need to be clear about what the first audience was 

supposed to do with it. 

2. Psalm 118:19, “Open to me the gates of righteousness; I shall 

enter thru them, I shall give thanks to the LORD.” 

a. This part of the poem commemorates the arrival of 

Israel’s hero at the gates of the Temple to bring his thank 

offering for God’s deliverance. 

b. The original audience was to joyfully participate in the 

thank offering for how the Lord had delivered this 

cornerstone of society. 

C. Recognize how God’s working varies in different ages. 

1. God requires different things of people in different ages. 

a. OT Hebrews were required to keep the Law as part of 

their nation’s covenant with God. Christians follow the 

teaching of Christ & his apostles as found in the NT.  

b. The Hebrews were governed by their covenant with God 

made at Mt. Sinai. We are governed by the New 

Covenant Jesus established for us on the cross. 

2. Psalm 118:27, “Bind the festival sacrifice with cords to the 

horns of the altar.” 

a. The Hebrews were required to bring animal sacrifices to 

the altar where they might be tied down to the corners. 

b. We no longer bring physical offerings to a temple. But we 

can offer sacrifices of thanks as we gather together as 

God’s temple & pray to God in heaven. 

3. Commands and promises are always based on something in 

the context of the Bible or history. 

a. When reading OT commands or promises, we must know 

what covenant arrangement behind them is. 

b. Before we apply those commands or promises, we must 

know which covenant arrangement we are in. 

(1) We relate to God through the New Covenant 

announces in the Gospel of Christ. 

(2) The Gospel compels us to live certain ways and it 

promises us certain things. 

(3) When we apply any part of the Bible, we must filter 

that application through the Gospel. 

D. Base applications on things we share with the original audience. 

1. While there are things different between us & people of the 

Bible, there are plenty of things the same or similar. 

2. Think of timeless connections that all people share. 

a. Psalm 118:29, “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

for His lovingkindness is everlasting.” 

b. This is an ageless declaration about God that any believer 

today can utter himself. 

3. Think of things from ages past which the Bible specifically 

teaches continue today. 

a. Hebrews 13:6 quotes Psalm 118:6, “The LORD is for me; I 

will not fear; What can man do to me?” 

b. This does not change the meaning of the verse to be 

about Christians, but it shows that it is for Christians. 

c. There is an ongoing principle of God’s presence and favor 

being with His people today as of old. 

E. Determine what is normative for today. 

1. Some texts are clearly intended for the audience at that 

moment and are not to be literally repeated.  


